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ADVERTISEMENT 

THE Rev. Mr. Twining, of Trowbridge, o- 
pened the Services of the day with Pray- 
er, and read fome portions of Scripture. 

The Rev. Mr. Adams, delivered the Intro- 
dudory Difcourfe, and Ordained Mr. Evans 
by Prayer and the Impolition of Hands. 

The Rev Mr. Twining, again prayed. 

The Rev. Mr. David, of Frome, delivered 
the Charge. 

The Rev. Mr. Toulmin, oiTauntoriy preach- 
ed and concluded with prayer. 

In the intervals between the other fervices 
fuitable Pfalms or Hymns were fung. 
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THE 

INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE. 



WHEN our Bleffed Lord was about to afcend up into 
Heaven, he gave his apoftles their commiffion faying; 
V Go teach all nations Baptiiing them in the name of tht 
Father, and of the Son, and* of the Holy Ghoft: teaching 
them to obferve all things which I have commanded you ; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the endofthfc world.'* 

By which our Lord plainly intimates, that he will always 
have a Church in the world home to the end of it, and con- 
fequently, that he will always have a facceffion of Miniftcrs 
to teath and inflruA mankind in their duty, and order and 
govern his Churches under him, as their fupreme Lordand 
Head, and to carry on his caufe and intcreft in the world r 
and he has herein promifed to be with his minifters to af* 
fift, guide and direfi them, and to encourage and comfort 
them in their work : And he has affured us elfewhere, that 
the gates of hell Iball never prevail againft his church. 

So that as long as churches walk in the fear of God, 
and keep ^he ordinances as they were delivered to them, and 
endeavour to fupport the caufe and in.tereft of religion in the 
world, they may depend upon having a fucceffion of mini- 
fters to go before them as examples of piety and virtue, to 
irtftrufi; them in the great things of Gods law, amd to ad« 
minifter the ordinances of the gofpel amongft them. This 
promife of our bleffed Lord ju ft, after his commiffion to his 
Apoftle, we find has hitherto been made good ; for I. 
think that for the moft part God has provided Minifters for 
his Church in the feveral parts and periods of the World 
home to^.^his time; cfpecially for thofe Churches of his who 
havcf wg^cd^,wx)rthy of their calling: an inflance of which 
we have this day before us, in providing a Minifter for this 
chf^ck, to fuccced me your antient Minifter and Paftor,af- 
terinydeceafe,' which according to the courfe of nature can- 
nptbe far hence: and likewifc for that other Church which 
is to be concerned with you in the choice of this Man to 
be your, and their Minifter and Paftor. 
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It evidently appears, I think, by the Afis of the apoftlcs, 
and other parts of the New Teftaincnt, that it is the duty, 
or rather the piivilege of churches to chufe their own Mini- 
ftcrs ; and that when any church has fixed upon any per- 
fon whom thcv think to be fit and worthy of this office, 
they ^rc to dc fet apart for this great and important 
work, by fafting, prayer, and the impofition of hands. 

Thus we read that when God had defigned Barnabas 
and Saul, for the great work of travelling into the feveral 
parts of the world to preach the gofpel, they were recom- 
mended tb this work, by fafting, prayer, and laying on of 
hands, Afis the 13. v.s 3.^ 



* Whereas fome fcruple the laying on of hands, in the ordination of 
Minifiers; firft, becaufe Proteftant Diffenting Miniftcrs, pretend to 
no power of beftowing any extraordinary endowment upon him whom they 
ordain; and Seconjdiy, becaufe of, the fuperllitious and badufe which fome 
have made of it, in pretending to a power which they have not, nor e- 
ver had: I would recommend it to the ferious coufideration of the candid 
reader, whether we have not reafon to believe that the whole affiiir we read 
of in the 13th, chap, of the A6ls, and the beginning was by the diie£U« 
onf of the hoIy«>ghoft: I mean the laying on of hands ^ fafting and prayer, 
as well as the deftination of Barnabas and Saul to the work aUigned them. 
For I think we have as good reafon to believe that the prophets and 
teachers there' mentioned, were dire^ed to the means, as well and to the 
objeA of their deftination: efpecially, when we conGder that it was the 
general pra^lice of thofe times, and that not only of the apoftles, but alfb of 
the Pre{byter», the prophets and teachers in letting apart men for znf 
particular work or fervice in the church. Befides let it be coniidered that 
it is hard to be proved that by the kying on of hands in the cafe before 
us, thele prophet^ and teachers conveyed any extraordinary gift upon 
thofe two men at this time: for we have no reafon to doubt, but a- 
bundant caufe to believe, that both of them were already endowed with 
th€ miraculous gifts of the holy ghoft, as well as the reft of the apoftlcs : 
for this was ten years after the apoftle Pauls converfion, beCdes the apof- 
tle faith that he received his apoftle(hip not of men but bf Jefus Ghrift. 
Galatians x. i. To this I add, that it ought to be confidered that the 
doArine of laving on of hands, is by the apoftle to the Hebrews, {^ced 
amongft the £rft or fundamental principles of thedo6lrine of Ghrift, Heh, 
6. 8. We have therefore, I think, as much reafon to. lay afideBaptifin 
and the Lords Supper becaufe fome men have made a perverfe ufe of thenji 
and abufed them tp fuperftition, as we have to lay afide this apoftolical 
praAice. And had we as good proof from fcripture for Infant Baptifm, 
as we have for the laying on of hands in the ordination of Minifters, I 
think, we fliould have no reafon to fcruple it; but fhould have abundant 
^-'Vl and caufe to comply with it« 
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And that tbe Deacons of the churches are to b^ chofen 
after the fame manner, and to be feparated and fet apart for 
their work by the fame means ^ as before mentioned, appears 
by thedireftion of the apoftles concerning the fevenDeacons: 
we read of it in the 6 chapter of the ASs, the 5th. and fol- 
lowing verfes: and thisprafiice of fetting.apart Miniftersfor 
this great and good work, has been followed in all ages of 
the chriflian church, as I think, by all the churches whoaft 
upon the plan of the apoftolical age. 

It is in order to coniply with our duty as recom^iended 
by the apoftles and primitive chriftians, that we arealTembied 
together at this time in order to fet apart this our Reve- 
rend Brother to the great work of preaching the word, and 
adminifiering the ordinances of the gofpel. 

Not that we hereby pretend to convey or bcftow any ex- 
traordinary endowment upon him,, muchlefs the miraculous 
gifts of the holy Ghoft; for the miraculous gifts and graces 
of the Holy-Ghoil, we think, ceafed with the apoftolical age, 
or foon after it but it is to point him out as a perfon already 
fitted for this work, and by our prayers and fupplications 
to God on his behalf, to recommend him to the grace of God, 
and to the guidance of the holy Spirit, t6 affift him in his 
work, that abundant fuccefs may attend his miniftry. 

It has, I think, been a cuftom for a candidate for the mi- 
niftry, to give a definition of his faith, at the time of hisor« 
dination, to the people whom he is appointed to ferve; from 
whence this cuftom arofe, I am not certain ; we do not find 
apy fuch thing mentioned' in the ads of the apoftles: and I 
can fee no abfolute neceflity for it, where a man has preach- 
ed fome time before his ordination among the people over 

whom 



I fliall conclude this note, in the words of the Rev. Mr. Ward, in 
his introduction to the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Isaac Smith^ page 
the 14th. (with whom I entirely agree in this point) where He faith 5 "To 
myfelf the impoGtion of hands feems decent, fcriptural and regular : not- 
do I fee any reafbn to fcruple or difufe it, on the account of the injudici* 
Ous opinions of fome concerning it, or the vain and exceffivc pretences 
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whom he is to be ordained; for hereby they arc fuppofcd i 
know in fome meafure what his fcntiments are. As ther 
fore this is the cafe with rcfpcfi to our Reverend Brothi 
here prcfent, 

I proceed only to aflc you iny friends and brethren of th* 
fiaptift church of Wedmore^ and the Baptift Church o 
Crqfcum; Whether you do chufe this our Reverend Bro- . 
ther Samuel Evans to be your miriifter and Pallor, to gc 
in and out before you; to inftruft you in the great things 
of God's law, by preaching the word, and adminiftering the 
ordinances amongft you. 

^ NB. To this Confent was given by lifting up their 
rightHairds. 

- Th( 
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(5) 
The Duty o/^M^ Christian Minister recommended 

In a C H A R G E, &c. 



THE part that is allotted me In the folemn fervice of 
this day, is to addrcfs you, my dear Sir, who have juft 
taken upon you the office of a pallor. It wou^d have given 
me fincere pleafure bad this arduous bufinefs devolved on 
one of my honoured fathers, or brethren, who might be bet- 
ter qualified to remind you of the principal objefts of your 
miniftry. But fince you have requefted me to undertake 
this taik, my Ipng acquaintance with you, and thcchriftian 
refpeft I bear to you, forbid my refitting your wiChes, being 
fully fatisfied that you will give your attention whilft Imay* 
be recommending to yoi; the^advrce of the apottle Paul to 
his friend Tiinothy, and inforcing it with fuitable con- 
fideralions. 

2 Timothy 2 Chapter 15 /A. verje. 

** Study tojh'ew thyjelf approvtd unto Go'd." 

THIS interefting advice ftiould be received by the chrift- 
ian minifter with warm approbation, in every age. 
It is as applicable to us as it was to the evangelift Timothyi 
to whom it was originally given. We fervethe fame m&f- 
ter and fhould be equally foHcitous for his honour and ap- 
probation: We have the fame infirmities to refift: The 
fame enemies to conquer; and the fame end to attain. 

As proteftant difleriting minifters, we fland nearly on the' 
fame ground with t he pcrfon to whom my text was originally 
addrefied, and therefore, my Brother, I truflyou will pay all 
due deference to the authority of the apoflle Paul: You 
will endeavour to obtain that high dignity of being approv-' 
ed unto God, you will difcover this ardor to all who Itand 
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in connexion with yoxi, and make yo\ir-various fludtcs and 
purfaits to center in this point. 

In order hereto permit me 

I. To remind you of the end of your life and miniftry 

TTic divine approbation : 

II. Suggeft to you how you are to obtain this end, 

Sludf: and 

III. To point out foinc confiderations to animate your 
endeavours to perform tb^ chriftianand minifterial fundi- 
ons, in fuch a manner as to be approved of God, and final- 
ly to receive the plaudits of your bleffed Savior. 

I. I am to remind yoii of the end of your life and miniftry 
The divine approbation. 

Remember, Sir, that you are in a peculiarly interefting 
fenfe the krvant of Gk)d. Befide the common right he has 
in you as your creator, benefaSor, and favior, he claims you 
as his ambalFador. Your duty is to tranfad aflFairs for him 
of the firft magnitude; — to (hew to finful perifhing men the 
way of falvation. The Lord then expefls that you eye 
him in all your waysj that his fear (hould be your govern- 
ing principle, and his approbation the objeft of your high- 
eft wifhes. Whilft I am thus reminding you how worthy 
of yournobleft exertion is the teftimony of the divine fpirit, 
that you are the approved fervant of God, you will do 
me the juftice, I am perfuaded, to underftand me in a lati- 
tude confonai^ to the genius and tendency oFthe gofpel. 

You will acquit me from the fuppofition, thati would in- 
finuate to you,you can mtxiixht favor of God by any of your 
doings, as a^chriftian or a minifter. In that important blelT- 
ing you were interefted previoufly to your receiving the talents* 
which you now poffefs, previoufly to your being admitted to 
the high office ofa paftor. But then you are to remember that 
the God whpm you ferve muft diftinguilh the precious 
from' the vile, muft obfcrve the difference in character where 
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it cxifts, and confcqucntly mtift, agrccatly t6 Jill his pcrfet^ 
tions, and to the wife conftitutioiif by which h^ governs itx^ 
telHgent agents, approve of thofc \^ho referable him in Ms 
moral attributes arid delight to obey hi| voice and do his 
will. Thefc are the criteria by wh;ch his friends are dif- 
tinguifhed from others, according to the genuine principles 
of that Gofpcl to which your life and anions (hould be con- 
formable. A conti:ary fuppofition would make God the 
Audior of confufion, without wifdora and goodnefs to tnark 
his character and govern his views: nay fuch an hypothe- 
fis would reprefent the God of holinefs to delight in fin, as 
in righteoufncfs; to approve of impenitent rebels, as of his 
believing dutiful fubjefts. 

But you have not fo learned Chrift : You know that the 
Lord hath connefted, holinefs and happinefs together, the 
fruits of the Chriftianand the Paftor with their enjoyments 
in therealms of light and love. Thirft then my Brother, af- 
ter being approved of God, it is the higheft honor that you 
can receive, arid the higheft felicity you can experi- 
ence. Every confideration of importance tends to this point; 
every grateful difpofition and elevated feeling (hould influ- 
ence you to prefer the favor of God, the countenance of 
Chrift. and^the teftimony of a good confcicnce, to all the 
plaufible overtures of an cnfnaring world. This was the 
governing principle of the great St. Paul; by it he braved 
danger, conquered prejudices, and defpifed momentary al- 
lurements. *'None ofthcfe things (faid he) move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I may finifli my 
courfe with joy, and the miriiftry which I have received of 
the Lordjefus to teftify the golpel of the grace of God." 
Atts 20 24. Purfuing the. line of conduft which I am 
now recommending to you the fame author in the view of 
martyrdom could exprefs himfelf in the language of trium- 
phant faiih: '*I have fought the goodfight, I have finifticd- 
ray courfe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid- 
up for me a crown of righteoufnefs which the Lord the 
righteom judge will give me at that day, ai^d not to me only 
but^all thole who love his appearing." u^Timothy, 4. 7.8^ 

How 
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How aniihating tbe view ! How bright the profpeft ! The 
divine approbation claims your attention, as a chriflian and 
as a minifier of the gofpel. 

ift. As a Chrlftian. You and myfelf muft appear at 
the judgment feat of Chrift, that our charaftef as men and 
chriftians may be fcrutinized and finally fettled. If we do 
not live a life anfwerable to the requifitions of the Gofpel, 
a life which may furnifh us with a well-grounded hope 
that we are renewed, and are advancing in holinefs, 
with what face can we inculcate the great duties of the gof- 
pel on others ? If wc do not watch over our own fouls how 
can it be expefied that we ftiould difchargc, with fidelity, 
the feveral duties which we owe to the fouls of our fellow 
men ? Unlefs we feed on the great and glorious truths of 
the gofpel, and are animated and ftrengthcned by them ; 
unlefs we tafte of the good word of God and the power of 
the world to come ; unlefs Chrift be precious to our own 
fouls in viewing his fulnefs and in feeling our want of him ; 
in a word, unlefs we delight in the duties and rejoice in the 
difcoveries of the new Teftament; what fort of mini fters 
are we likely to be ? ftiall wc not be the blind leading on 
, the J>lind to deftru^ion ? My refpeScd friend, if you would 
be an honorable, confiftent, fuccefsful rainifter of Jefus 
Ghrift, cultivate the divine lif(? in your own foul ; cherifli 
the godly principle^ it will make your other Duties eafy 
to you; it will enable you to fpeak with confcious autho- 
rity to men : Your life, your feelings and your doSrines 
being in perpetual harmony, will furnifh you with an a- 
mazing fuperiority over the prejudices and calumnies of 
the world. There is not a creature in the univerfe fo truly 
cjefpicable as a profligate chriftian minifter; there cannot be 
a more harlequin charaftcr than His, who would teach o- 
thers obligations the influence of which he has never experi- 
enced. But my knowledge of you Brother, forbids my 
enlarging ; you view the charafter at which I have glan- 
ced with horror 1 therefore drop it; and go on 

adly. To remind you that you fliould covet the divine 

approbation as a minifter of the gofpel of peace- Let God, 

ever 
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V 

ever in your view; imprefs your foul with his omniprefence 
and frequently reflcft that you are employed ty him. 

In approving yourfelf to God in the minifterial capacity, 
you will be carefulto confult his will and not to lean 
too implicitly on your own underftanding. There remains 
in the beft ot us too ftrong a propenfity to oppofe the pure 
and benign doflripes ofjcfus Chrift: to turn afide from the 
path which he has marked out for us, and to ercfi our own 
conceits on the ruin of the truths of revelation. It bc- 
com.es you to bring back your views carefully to the ftand- 
ard of reSitude ; to derive your knowledge of the. great con- 
cerns of life and immortality from the revelation of the new 
-Teftament ; and ever to conduft yourfelf as the fervant of 
your fellow men, in a manner that is confiftent with the 
allegiance which you owe to your God and Savior. Yon 
will fhew yourfelf approved unto God as a gofpcl miniftcr, 
when you appear anxious after bringing penitent finners to 
Chrift as the medium of their accefs to God; when you in- 
culcate with energy repentance towards God, and holinefs 
of heart and life; when your zeal has for its objcfi the re- 
conciling of finners to the greateft and beft of beings; and 
when your mofl: unwearied endeavors are employed to give 
efficacy to the pure, peaceable principles of the gofpel of 
Chrift, which aire equally removed from the fenfelefs fuper- 
ftition of the ignorant and illiberal, and the frigid formality 
of the carelefs and fceptical. ^ 

The truths of the gofpel are living waters, conftantly 
quenching the rage of novelty and damping the irregular 
propenfities of the fouL Gonfider that chfiftanity is a 
fyftem not of fpeoulation but to be reduced into praftice. 
It is to be credited and obeyed. It h^s its origin in love : 
It was intended to reftore peace on earth, to defttoy the en- 
mity,-iiot only betwixt man and God, but alfo betwixt man 
and his neighbor. A religion of benevolence ! admirably 
calculated to promote perfonal and focial happinefs, atid to 
banifh from amongft us all thofe poifonous principles 
which are the curfe and punifhmcnt of xtiankind, 

T 
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If jrou WOU.I4 bcthe approved minifter of God, receive thofe 
tenets with fufpicion which meet in cxtrcams. Such on the 
one hand as would degrade Chrift in the ccconomy of re- 
demption, depreciate the merit of his life and thjC efficacy 
of his fufFerings, trample under foot the blood of the cove- 
nant, and do diefpite to the fpirit of grace ; that would re- 
prefent the Deity as an idle fpeSator of the concerns of mor- 
tals, either incapable or unwillingto luccor them, unlefs im- 
pelled by neceffity — I fay on the one hand avoid thofe de- 
luding novelties ; and. on the other ajl thofe mifrcprcfcntati- 
OQS of the gofpel which feed the principles* of malevolence 
in the breaft; which promote fpiritual pride; circumfcribc 
the companion and love of God; releafe the obligations of 
holinefs, and. render ufelefs the preaching of repentance ; ia- 
fiiort all fuch doftrines as ard not after godlinefs, tending to. 
give life and energy to the corruptions of the flefh, or the 
'mind, and to banifh from the world the genuine fpirit of 
Jefus Chtift, (hould make no part of your public miniftry. 

Your love to God, I trufl, my good Brother, is too ftrong • 
^ver to fufFer you to be hurried away to dangerous cxtreams 
from the plain truths of revelation by the plaudits of men. 
NeveV facrifice your confcience, your honor, your integrity 
■apd piety on the altar of party applaufe ; for you are not 
to learn that thofe who may hail you with their hofannas 
this hour^may cry out the next, crucify him ! 

.The gofpel minifter who is for ever ftudying the humors 
of his hearers with the view to 'gratify them in preference 
to the didates of the Holy Ghoft — the minifter that will 
ftreniipttfly contend fop unfcriptural phrafes as making an 
cfiential part of his devotion, becaufe the ignorance or im- 
piety of mqtt have (anfiified theufe of them ; the minifterwho 
pays more regard to found than fenfe, and avails himfclf of 
%hc weaknefs of any of his auditors to keep them unac- 
quainted with the ^enlivening benevolent principles of thegof 
p^l; the minifter who makes the prejudices of others the- 

will of his public miniftration is but let me turn 

with, indication from lo mean and wretched a charaifter, 
equally defpifed^ by Godr and all good^ men. Let me re* 

mind 
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miod you in^hc fpirit of love to fcck the honor th^t is from 
above, to walk, in the Croplicity of the gofpel, and t6 have 
the rejokkigs of the holy apoftles : And tho' Ifrad be noC 
gathered your reward is with the Lord, and your judgment 
is with your God. I mean not, my worthy friend, to dif- 
fwade you from availing yourfclf of the innocent foibles of 
men to fave theit fouls. You may in this fcnfe l^ecomc all 
things to all men as far as your duty to God will admit. 
But dare think for yourfclf. You know but in part. Di- 
veft yourfelf of all preconceptions ; — follow the difiates 
of truth and fcrioufly reflcd that to your own mafter you 
ftand pr fall. The rule of your condufi is the Bible — 
reft fatisfied with, it. It is utterly unworthy of a nonco'n- 
formift miniftcr to call any man matter upon earth. 

But I muft proceed 

11. To fuggeft to you how you are to approve yourfelf 
to God ; Siudy. 

Give diligence, or diligently endeavor, as t)ie original 
word fignifies. It is the fame as is rendered in chapter the 
4th. verfe thcgth and 2 ill by the phtafcio thy diligence i. e. 
endeavor a$ much a$^ in you lies to Ihew yourfelf the faith- 
ful fervant of God, worthy of the truft repofed in you. 

ift. Be much in prayer. Converfc with your Maker, my 
Brother, that you may pavtake of his fpirit in a more abun- 
dant manner to lead you into all truth. If piety be kept a- 
livc in your own foul, it is more than probable it will not 
fail of making favorable impreffions on the minds of your 
hearers. Be inftant in prayer for divine dire£^ions in the 
choice of your fubjcfts, and for the favor of godlinefs when 
you meet! with, the people of your charge. The warm pie- 
ty of the minifters. of the laft century deferves your imita- 
tion, whilft)you may avail yourfelf of the improvements of 
l^Uec pcriodssiarcfpcA to pulpit compofitions. Study to 
infiwnt tod improve, yout hearers in the great concerns of 
^Ivatton. 

; ; Study 
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sctly. Study the (criptures, if you would be approvedof 
God. You are to minifter the word of God; to receive 
your direfiions and fupports from thefe found oracles. 
Hence it becomes yoil to give diligent heed to the word fpo- 
ken; leaft at any time it ftiould be forgotten by you. Seri- 
oufly refled that the rule of your public miniftry is laid 
down for your conformity in the bible, and that all your 
endeavors fhould be direfled to difcover the mind oftte 
fpirit, and not in fearch of new matter which the records of 
infpiyation do not contain. Bending your attention to the 
word of God, you will find diredions to regulate your life 
by the maxims of the higheft wifdom, whilft the moft ani- 
mating views are ^predented to you to brighten your hope 
and give efficacy to your converfation. 

If you, Sir, would live foberly, righteoufly and godly in 
the prefent world ; if you would be a wife and prudent 
minifter of Jefus Chrift; if you would follow the exarrfple 
of the great i\pollos, and be mighty in the (criptures ; if you 
'would honor-your Savior by obeying his command; and 
if you Vould approve yourfelf the faithful fervant of the 
MoftHighv *'fearch the fcriptures, for in them you think 
you have eternal life, and thefe teftify of the Savior." 

Whilft I am thus urging yqu to perufe the gofpel, you 
may eafily perceive that it is not neccflary I fliould defcend 
into particulars to remind you of the manner in which you 
fhould behave in the cburch and the world, and of the du- 
ties which you owe- to God, to your neighbour and to your- 
felf. 

But I cannot clofe this part of my fubjefi without rc- 
, minding you that you fliould ftudy and digeft the dif- 
courfes which you deliver in the courfe of your miniftry to 
the people of your charge. This is a duty which you owe 
them, and it is a duty, which your wifhes for the fuccefs 
of the gofpel, will prompt you to discharge with fidelity. 

You cannot expcft to explain with perfpicuity and fuc- 
cefs the glories of our Emanuel> the wifdom and benevo- 
lence of the new covenant ; you cannot illuftrate the divine 

perfedlioni 
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propriety thie"c9M^(J^on there |§ Rffwixt the. y^r^pu^ ,4^*^" 
penfations of Goo^ and tlie rh'ahhef they have been fubfer- 
Vf^f^^Pr^fffitjA^^ of^^fl4lyiiV5,Wcr- 

7^Wi wiirnoj:/,,my g^^^^^ brpthpr, i|D;iita,te t^ wq^e^pf 
preaching of th'olfi ifiterajt.t' it^,n€^?i^^t5 whofe. i^?yj^jg;5.,u^jt 
common jTenfe, ^ as ^ > their fpir j^ ^(^(i^ cfxriftianityv . ^Pycrp^ps 
t^e (kfcription pf the, apoftlc Jude/^^^ cpiiuft verfe,jg^ 
Bj^ajj V npJ be ^ thought iuapprlicf^bjc to men . "wm^j f^%^ 
governing prin^ipic5^arcaf5,pjp.bilQPi^tfcal as their ^biUty 
fjghtfy to ' divide tlje >vord of tijutn. Men' of fiwj^;fi-^aft 
can do honor to no cau{e, and it particularly becbraf^JPr9i5f|- 
ant DiiTenters to be careful that they encourage only ihinifiers 
wjjfco Ufld^rjaif4:,tiie^gr0undso^,^f^^i^ righUft^^flOf)^!- 
i^ncc ape if^'bc fyflpprjtcfl. ,a?>d,\^h9i jppjieft '^mit%iky ^^nd 
fi]^rtHude ftim,cflmtto,a)>i4G byi^rif^^ dikQvi^fMiM 

4l it|^ confequcnccs.* , I fpcsMC^my fe^Rth^t. \vjfeb:/«»dtinif 
tp you^andfroDiiaMfttU' pcrfvW^i^^J»?»*itbcintflrpft crfkftrn- 
iVfg ^nd fitty,^ ^mfPSf^ the nqijcQT^feraiifts, i$ ncliongp 

, Time would fail me to enumerate the ftudic^ which arc 
im)fl intimately, cpono^^d with^Jiour .ogjplqy ^^ajflfi^^ifer 
o/.thf gofpel.of tHe ^ce, qf God. ,.TJi^ej;evidi:ncc!S ;pf ,dbfjft- 
ijBinity fjipuld be wcUdig^fted b,y yq^: j^wifli au^g^jti/qs 
allpaild ^cQgKstrVJOiy^i flxicknt hiftory^^pd t^w^va^ripttp^^^^^f^. 
tftw of Egypt, Qre^cc, and Rome, well defiaye rygiUrflo- 
dee, that you may explain with fuccefs many pa{rag|(^,of 
facred writ. But I muft hafien, 

i -c • . :- ■ : :•.•■'■!'• I ■ • :■■ HJ. 



*' By tlic above par^garph it is not intended to rcfle£l on thcpioHS and 

conftiemiom of any party, tt refpe^ tfaofe irregulars vrho are Tent by 

. no body, and appear to have nothing in view but idlends and impofition* 
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III. To point out fpme. confideratioM to animate your 

endeavours to perform the chriftian and minifterial fiin&i- 
on9 in fucli a manner at to be approved of God, and final- 
ly to receive the plaudits of your biefled Savior. 

Tho' we have the treafure of the gofpcl in earthen Vcf- 
fels, yet we arc not dellitute of cncbunlgcmcrtts to prpfccute 
our duty with fleadfaftnefs and zeal. It is true we have 
not high worldly emoluments annexed to our office, nor 
worHly pomp to comniattd our attachipent to the minifteri- 
al char&aer; yet we ate not.infenilible of the dignity of our 
embalfy and the hotiot whifhxve derive Trbin being employf 
cd «By thj^ King of Kings.: ^ employed to preach Ghrift and 
hitii. cructfied ; to bcfecch fihricrs to be reconciled to'God^ 
and as mllttiments to deliver their fouls from deatt t)iat 
thePr^ifcinay fee ligh^t." And who can tell the importance 
,offaVingfoillsr ' 



I . 



Co'iifdiou* of our many infirntities, thctpitl \in compiflS^ 
on.t<) 'i:iii#'t¥^akhefs hath pt'omifed fuppBiikV ''"H?s grace- is 
faffidenf to qualify -i&stbif the mlnifterud office^ and td fiiti- 
pott! U^ under the matiydifcouragements' which fmne tithes 
attend it; ' Derive fuecbrs'ftdtn his a^fufficiittcy whilft: ybii: 
afp)t« kfter that rejoielfig;- c^fti'thc teftimony of a ^pdd ton- 
fcience, diat it fimpticity^hd' godly fithrcetiiy; Vide with- Befb^ 
ly wifdom but by ihe grace of God, you have your conver- 
fatiorr in the world. * 

Td'hiavc^a witricfs In th,^' conltii^ntis of yoqr beoj)^^^^^ 
yoiir rhbft ftrenuous etrtieayqrs to be fhc faWr of ^fe iifclt6\ 
life unto them; and ilhat it ir your hdafcs ,ddfirc and pi^ycr 
to Godnhat they niay be faved, is one of themoft enemi- 
raging co&ifidbrations f hat you can feel thiS fide an irfettial 

worid. ' : . -" ••■••;!' \ ■ ■ •; -■':: 

^FSnally, my beloved Brother, extend yoUr views beyond 
the verge of time. Look upward ! — Look forward for the 
blcffcrf hope ! Realize the eoming of your TaVior, attchdecf 
with the voice of the archangel and the trump of God ! .Ab- 
ticipatic that; illullrious pci:iod-whcn ypu fti^ll join compa- 
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ny with all good minifters, and make one in the train of the 
illuftrious Judge ! What emotions of gratitude and love will 
you then feel to your favior, who counted ypu faithful to 
fpeak in his name, and put you in the minifiry. And with 
what aftoniflinient will you hear the fentence pronounced 
••Well done thou good and faithful fcrvant, thou haft been 
faithful over a few things, I will makethee ruler over many, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord! " 

May you then meet the people of your charge, and. your 
Brethren who join in the folcmnities of this day ^ 

I have done. **I commend you to God, ai^d to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and give you an 
inheritance amongft all them which are fan£lifi6d/' 
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The S E R M O N. 

Chri/i's Compajfion on the Multitude. 

Matthew IX. 36. 37- 38. 

But when he Jaw the multitude, He was moved with compaj- 
p,on on them, hecaufe they fainted, and were fcattered abroad, as 
/keep having no Jhephcrd, Then faith He unto his difciples^ 
The Harvejl truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvrjl, that he will fend forth la^ 
bourers into his harveft. 

JUDEAH, the fccne of our Lord's miniftry and the prin- 
cipal tranfaftions recorded in the fcriptures, was not, like 
ours, a Country in which Trade and Commerce flourifhed: 
but Agriculture and the care of Cattle were the chief objcfts 
of attention and fources of wealth and fupport. Hence we 
meet in the fcriptures, with frequent allufions to a countiy 
life, and our Lord borrows from it his figures and compari- 
fons. In fome places both in. the prophets, bis own dif- 
courfes and the writings of tlic Apoftles, his awn charafier 
is defcribed under allufions to that of a (hepherd; and He 
is fliled "the. good Shepherd, and the great Shepherd/' In 
other paflages hit Oifciples, and thofe alfo who were defti- 
tute of religious inftrufiions, and divine Teachers arc com- 
pared tp flieep. The language of the Text is of this kind, 
borrowed from the condition of wandering (heep, and the 
concerns of agriculture* The propriety and force of this 
language will appear as we illuflratc the words. We here 
fee Chnft's compaiGonate regard for the multitudes which 

followed Him It drew from him an afFefling rcfleftion 

upon their ftate — And led him to give his pifciples a 
particular and pertinent Exhortation. It may be prefumed 
that we cannot review the{e particulars without fome im- 
^roveipent. 

; ' Digitized by G00gl(y. 
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v; 3^^ Tfer. WSEw^n infptius ua. tIraL **• When Cbiift: 
•*raw ihc Multitudes He was moved with compaflTion on 
**them, htofL^ic Lfe^y ftiiartedfard Twcre fcattered'aibfoad as 
•* Sheep having lie^ Shepherd.'* Our Lord waritow patt- 
ing through the Cities and Villages, teaching in their Syn- 
agogjt;s, ^iridbjrjgaehiug the gpfj^el of the Wiii^dy^rn, atjid hfaU 
ing every ficKtiefs and every difeaft among the people. 
Multitudes drawn by'the fame of his miracles and charaft- 
cr flock around hint, to hear his doftrines and fee his works, 
thipy fainted through the fatigue of their journey, and Uie 
couftincy of their attendance upon hi3 preachinc. The- 
crouds a^d cagernefs, with which they fallowed hrni, were 
very expreffive of their, thirft artet inftruflionand knowled^ge 
and 3 fign of their unhappy (late in the refpeftive places of . 
their abode, a»dfeftit'ute of affefiionate and faithful teachers. 
Our Lord beheld them with tendemefs^and compaflion as 
Iheep that had no (hcphcrd^ 

Scribes aiwt Teachers of the law indeed were difperfed o- 
\6t Judeah' 3Xki taught in every Synagogue : but they were 
aAuated'bywordly views and not by an aflfeSionate and dif- 
interefted concern for the flieep ; taught theneople the tra- 
ditions'of menhiftead of the commands of God; burdened 
them' with a- variety of ulelefs obfervanccs and ccremoi^ies, 
and' mificd them by their evafive and corrupt comments, oa 
the law. Chrift, knowing their condftion, ftlt a very afFec- 
ti6nate concern for thctn. Here we fee the compaffi'onate 
Friend to^thefouls of men— andweare taught to pity the fc 
who dd not enjoy fowid and faithful inftruftion. 

ifti tet us paufc to contfetnpfatc JefuV, the compaffiori- 
ate Friend of Souls. The nmlritudes wcrccolleatd round 
hifli, ^ttd from the crouds in which they followed him,; He 
might perceive what wonder and expcftation His works h^d 
raifed^.- But in circinnftances fo captivating to vanity, fa 
flattering to the love of applaiifc andof fame, our goodMaf- 
terappcars to^ have felt ohly. fcntiments of kindnefs and be- 
nevolence; 
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^^Ttie Evangeifft itifbrms us, that iminc4iatclv bef6rc Hc^ 
"hadexprcffcd his compaffionon the multitude. He had been 
•*heaHiTg all manner of difeafe and fickticfs among them; 
••and' very probably the people as they flood around him, 
'Vercexprcffing their gratitude and joy on ttjc occalibil. 
•'This ta any oilttr perlcm would have given complete fatif- 
**fa6HmTand delight, Jefus however had too deep, an infight. 
*'into the interefi's of.humannamre, to be fatisfied withthefe 
"events. He knew that thedifeafe$ of the b.ody and all vi- 
•*fible calamities of life were but trifling when compared 
••with the unfcen and everlafting miferies which arife from 
**Jgnorance and guilt, or what be calls the lofs of the im- 
**inortal foul."''^ His heart therefore, inftead of being elated 
with felfifh joy, was melted into generous compaflion. He 
thought not of his own fuccefs and reputation, but of their 
wants and neceflitieS, as deflitutc of wife and enlightened,, 
faithful and aflfeflionate Teachers. 

He leaked' upon them as mifled, as wanderiftg from the 
vny of truth and life, and in danger of perifhing for lack of 
found- knowledge. Jefus, beholdingthe multitudes in this 
affe6tfng li^bt *-was moved with compaflion on them, be- 
caufe they were as Sheep without a Shepherd.'* Under what 
a tender image did our Lord regard them ! An Image drawn 
frorn the condition of the mofl^ gende and helplefs animals, 
fcattcrcd and^difperfed, a prey to fcorchi rig heats or raven- 
ous beafts, witbout a Shepherd to lead them to fruitful p^f- 
turcs or to ftill waters. The fituatioa of the Multitudes 
appeared to the mind of Chrifl under this afFtfting light,- 
and He could not think of it without ^fFeftion and tendpr- 
nrfs'. Humanity and compafl&6n work within him ; a com- 
paflion- worthy of hinifelf who came to fddc'and to fave that 
which was loft; who, ia the cndr, laid down his life for the 
fhecp. He was not lefs amiable in fbewing ^is rCOsppafTion, 
than He was great and glorious in healing every Ccknefs 
and every difeafe. Let us learn to imitate this conipaffion 
of Jefus. 
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sdly. ^This is the other inftruflion arifing from the 

pan of our fubjeft now before us : namely, thatwepity fuch 
as da not enjoy wife and faithful inflrudion. To what 
kind and generous efforts would this divine pity prompt? 
It would excite us^o affiftcvery Icheme of fpreading know- 
ledge andtruth,and to ftrcngthen the handsof thcrfe who arc 
employed in teaching facrcd knowledge. In what cafe 
fliould the heart feel compaffion if not in this? 

If a flock of fhecp, deflitute of a protefior and care and 
ready to perifli by want and thirft, cannot be feeri without . 
moving the foftfenfibi lilies of our nature; fhali Man fail of 
happinefs and immortality, fhall Man wander in the paths 
of error and deflruftion, fhall reajonable creatures/ormed for 
mirth arid heaven, mils of their perfeftion and happinefs for 
want of inftrui^ion— and noeye pitythem; no heart be drawn 
out in compaffion towards them? -Surely we know not our 
felvcs the excellence of truth and the worth of eternal life, 
or we fhould lament the cafe of thofe who are in danger 
of never attaining to the enjoyment of thefe great and e- 
verlafling bleffings. The raoft chriftian compaffion is com- 
paffion to the fouls of men: for it is moftliketo that which 
Chrift felt. 

If the fentiments He expreffed for the muTtitues that fol- 
lowed him be juft or amiable: we ought to lay open our 
hearts to the force of the fame fentiments. The benevolence 
and compaffion of Chrift, in the cafebcfore us, methinks,can 
not but meet with our approbation: We learn then our du- 
ty, to what emotions we fhould indulge, namely, thofe, of 
kindnefs and pity for fuch as are expofed to the danger of 
pcrifhing for lack of knowledge and as (hcep having no 
fhepherd. Our Lord s feeling for fuch le,d him into anaf- 
feftingrefleflion upon their cafe v. 37. 

*Then faith he to his Difciples, the harveft truly is 
^'plenteous; but the labourers are few." There is great room 
for exertions in the caufe of truth a,nd piety; but there arc 
only a few who are difpofed to the good work. **The 
'* Harveft is great," There are great multitudes who 
difcover a love of the truth, and a readinefs to embrace 

th« 
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the gofpel of the kingdom. This our Lord appears to have 
fpoken in reference to the vaft numbers that followed him 
from all parts: and by thefie words He intimates the popu« 

loufnefs of the fcene of his miniftry ^and the inclination 

of the people to receive his dodrine. 

There was much work to do. The land of Canaan was 
then filled with inhabitants : and the people were from eve- 
ry quarter flocking to theflandard of truth which Chrift was 
fetting up. Yet far more numerous were the inhabitants 
of the furrounding Heathen nations, "who fat in the dark 
region of the fhadow of death." The Gofpel was to be 
preached to every creature. Each corner of the .world was 
to hear the word of the kingdom : and to the rcmoteft parts 
of the earth was the found of falvation to be fent. Our 
Lord's comprehpnfive eye furveyed the extenfive field of the 
world, in which the feeds of truthand grace were tp befown. 
He faw it over-ran with thorns and weeds: and He was ful* 
ly fenfible of the vaft labours and difficulties which would 
attend the planting of the Gofpel in it. It was therefore 
a matter of painful refleftion to our Lord, '*thatthe labour- 
ers were few.'' . ^ . 

. There were but few, very few fufficiendy enlightened and 
difpofed to inftruft even the laiid of Judeah, though it had 
it's Priefts and Scribes. What then was the cafe as to the 
world atlarge withrefpcft to the number of religious inflruc- 
tors? It had fcarcelyany: It had then none who were 
themfelvcs acquainted with th« things of the kingdom of 
God. The fe venty were n ot yet commiffioned and fei^t forth 
nor even the twelve Apoflles to preach the approach of the 
kingdom of heaven. The time was not yet come when 
they who taught the words of falvation, the fervants* of the 
moft high God, fhould be fent forth to all nations and em- 
powered to preach the gofpel to ever)' creature. Such being 
the religious ftate of the world, our Lord meant to awaken 
the zeal of his difciples and to call forth all their efforts to- 
wards enlightening and reforming it. 

It may be apprehended that the fame rcflcftion is not 

applicable 
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at»i)lic&blet6duttl^y; abdlekft ofallte'tMft tafelibn. <3dt 
times, it may be allowed, havt lAufck ^6 advMtage ovtr ihfc 
period hcrt referred to : yet Ihett ji a ftiffidctal fcope fartii^ 
aftivity and teal of an ihcrcafin^ htihibttr df able 8c fatchfttl 
labourers. Is there no lack 6f knowledge Aftiftttg us ? AJtt 
there no parts of this.populaus kingdom involved in grofs 
ignorance, or funk In diflblutlnefe of ttj^fitlets? Ate tterc 
none vyko need to be taught the fitft ptiritipldS tff the kilbw^ 
ledge of Ch'rift ? none who ate fttang^rs to th* powtlt Of 
of godlinefs; hone whofe cohduft calls for the aflfeftionate, 
and fervent labours of a faithjful rtiinifttri to tutn theta frotti 
the error of their ways ? the number of fbch it may bfefeat* 
cd is not fmall. Are thd labourers equal in number to the 
fphprc of fcrvice and ufefalncfs which offefl? Wc hiVe juft 
reafon to apprehend that they are not. 

Did all who be^r the chariwftct glow with zeal for truth; 
WTth devotion and bencvblcnce? Were all Scribes wellin*- 
ftruStd in the things of ttie kingdom of God? Were all de- 
li^cnt and fahhfuf^ '^Yet thefe ate hiahf Parifties in tht 
**kingdom that arfc not ftaiedly fupplied with a miniftct of 
**any kind, and other pFaccs have but one. largt enough te 
**furni{h emplpyraent for feveral, were they ever fo labour- 
"ious,"* in the cftablifhed Chutth W6 ate told, that the 
number of Curates is greatly ahd daily decteafitig. A- 
mong us DitTcnters it feems "that the tiuttibcf of our "rtlim' 
•'flers rather continues to decliiie, Mafiy of our congrtfga'ti- 
^'ons are deftitute, and breaking "up fot want of ftiitable fup- 
'*pHes, and the numbet of catldidates for the mini dry itt 
"our Academies is hot prOpo'rtiottal to the detnands of out 
Churches/'* In tliis fta'te 6f things it bcconies thofe who 
wffh well to ttie calufe of truth and pi'^ty, to adopt a"nd ap- 
ply the exhortation our diVitte Matter gives to his difcipfes. • 

V. 3S, •'^Prky ye thetefot-e the L6td 6f the Hatveft; 
that He would Tend forth labourcfrs Imo his HatVeft." 
Chtift fought not hl$ own gloty, but the glory of himtha't 

lent 
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to faisFATlipAt i^eftkkif o^^Nm asiheAutW ^iustJkK:- 
trincs Mdmif liclos. On alioccatoo^ He -uifes th^ thoughts 
oi Us beoDetsflnid difci})k3 to lus f xtnck, as tbc Bcit^gwhu 
fcnt lum iutKntile. w«frld aiid wii0fe >vill he caooe to ^KecutC': 
under aMtfaorkly ttnfd commiffiOD &om whom He ^i^ed ia 
his ydiok undertaking fdid wlioTe Icu^tdom he cam^^ 
preach and fet up. ^greeftU)! to ihefe devoU( femimenu 
which nih khsDUgh aUihid difc^urfes ht ducSs hi$ difci- 
pies in the text, to t^ard his Father as the JLowdof the 
HatTvefi, ss dienrigtnal Aathor of the difpenlation of iT^ih 
and grace ; as prefiding ovcJr ibe impcn-tant W0pk of •cnligfcfr- 
ening and reforming the world, and as raifing up, by his 
influence and providence, fit petfotis for tHJs benevolent 
fetvice and giving them their powers atid commlflfron. 
Therefore he exhbits his difciples to addteft thettifttvies afrd 
tb pray ; **that he would fend Ibrth labotn-cts^ itrto hii Har- 
vtRr 

It hath been obferviid, that the word rendcred/cn^^/ft 
ptopcrty fignifies to ikrufi out *'and wh^evfr c^iders the 
•' ininEienfe difficulties and ^ppdfttionC fay*ii>e^8K4elknt 
Or* iDoddridgt, with whith every Minifter of *'Clurift'8 
"king^dom tva^ fute to encounter in tiiojfe'eai^y d^ys of i^ 
'*' will fee the ntcfeflftty of feme unufi^jal -energy, afiql irtij^ulfe 
**-^u the mind to lead aoy to undertake it."'* In ^very 
age and in any ctrcumftances riC is a C<haia£^erof that imh 
portance andiufluence, that there is great propriety in mak- 
ifif it the iufejegl ^f our fervent prayers ;-*^That ihc^ Be5ng, 
who fixfcth the bounds of oor habitation and daoo&th oar 
lot for <is, would raife up a fucceffion of mfen ijo IfiU it with 
(|}ignity,abititi^tindfuccefe. A^sl^ng as tfaevcaneiraitionalcirea 
tilres to be led to the kfi^wkdge 6f dvvinie twnh and fbrm^ 
^d to th^e pm^ioe of goodnels, ic will te. our duty as it was 
^hat of Ghriffs firft difc^les, no pray the Lord of the han- 
V^ to fend foifth Labourers into his hanrvcift : ia dawy, to 
which we are eqw^ly im^hedi by the pridciplies of piety and 
the f^miM^tits ^f benevolence ; by the loVe of truth and tkb 
defiTc of 'hamam happiniefs, 

* Sec Doddridge in loc. ^ , 
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Pray then, Cbriftians, that the Father of Spirits would 
incline young Perfons to devote themfelves; from right 
views and the nobleft ends, to the work of the miniftry. 
Pray that the Author of every good gift would fumiih them 
with every grace and gift that may fit them for fuppozting it 
with acceptance and fuccefs. Pray that the ignorant may 
never want an enlightened Teacher to inftruA them, nor the 
vicious a faithful Pallor to admonifh and reform them. 
Pray, that from the feminaries of learning and the fchools 
of the Prophets may come forth thofe who will (hinc as | 
lights in the world ; and, like the fait of the earth may fea- 
fon men with wifdom and truth. 

Can the friends of rigl^tcoufnefs and the lovers of the i 
Gofpel forget thele important objeSs, when in the happy mo- | 
ments of a warm and enlarged devO|tion, they bow before 
the tl^-one of the Father of lights I Thus, upon a view of the 
moral flate of mankind, our great Mafter taught his difci- 
pies to pray. From the r^afon and nature of the thing He 
may be confidered as teaching us alfo to pray thus. Such 
requefls are only the Petition, ''thy kingdom come" iti the 
excellent form of prayer He hath taught us, amplified and 
drawn out into particulars. For how is his kingdom to j 
come, unlefs there be thofe ^ho are able and difpofed to 
preach it ? How are they to preach, unlefs they be fent ? 
By whom are they to be fent, qualified and raifed up, but 
by the all-difpofing providence of heaven? 

Were thefe things duely confidered we (hould be ready 
to prompt and encourage pious youth of abilities to engage 
in a courfc of fludies for this office. It can never be meant 
that we fhould pray, that God would fend labourers into 
his harveft and yet withhold our affiftance from the candi- 
dates for the office and negleS all means of increafing their 
number, [ Yet fomething of this kind is found among us. 
If youth in , the lower ranks of life offer for this work, the 
defign of affifling their defires is difcouraged. And it mufl: 
be owned that for fome obvious reafons they are not the moft 
proper, in general, to be educated for that charafter; as 
their cgnedions frequently entail on them great difadvantages, 
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and fome private fortune is highly deCrable to fupply the 
deficiencies of a fcanty income. But the afiBuent among 
"US, who ate moft likely to look with contempt on a poor 
minifteri have greater things in view for their children than 
the honors and emoluments of a pulpit: Thus, while they 
complain that to fill our pulpits from themeaneft of the peo- 
ple is to encumber the interefts with calls to charity and 
to expofe it to contempt, it deferves confideration— whether 
they themfelves are not the caufe of this contempt and in- 
cumbrance. The conduft, in both views, it maybe feared, 
i^ to be relolved into a dcclenfion of rational piety and juft 
zeal among us. 

Through this ithappens that the charafter is often fpoken 
of indegradirigterms, becaufe it doth not lead to wealih and 
greatnefs, even by thofe from whom we might look for re- 
fpeftable ideas of it's ufefulnefs and dignity, and fome gene- 
rous as well as pioiis difpofitions to countenance and en~ 
courage fuch as bear it. Whereas what can be more ufeful 
than to be helpers of the faith, joy and falvation of men? 
And when the Lord of glory himfclf appeared under the 
charafler of the preacher of righteoufnefs, they who tread 
in his Heps may be permitted raodeftly to magnify their of- 
fice. ] * Were due weight given to thefe confiderations per- 
fons of aflQuenceor property would not fo lightly efleem the 
office: nor be foavcrfefrom turning the views and'thoughts 
of their children to a ftation in life, in which they^ might 
fo fignally and peculiarly fcrve the caufe of truth and the 
intereft of that Matter, who, though He was rich, for oim: 
fakes became poor : and therefore may reafonably expeft 
that we fhould fomctimes forego the profpcSs of 
wealth and greatnefs, either ourfelves or for ours, in re- 
turn for what He did and facrificed for our falvation. 

This leads us to 6ne general reflexion ariCng from this 
fubjed, namely that the caufe of righteoufnefs and truth 
ought to be dear to us. It was fo to our divine Mafter. 

Indeed 

* The Paragraphs between the Crotchets were not delivered at the ordi- 
nation. 

Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



(aff) 

Indeed to Him all other intere&i were notUng. For thb 
caufe He taogkt and laboured-^ lived and died— ^ienied 
himfelf and fuifered on the crofs. For this He hath taught 
us to pray^ that diere may be an increafe and fuccefhon of 
labourers lo ferve and promote it. If we pray, in his lan^ 
guage and his fpirit, is not this the obje£l of our daily pray- 
er; ^'hallowed be thy name: thy kingdbm come: thy will be 
"done on earth aB it is in heaven?'* If we be unconcerned 
whether there be a fucceflion of £uthful minifters to inllruft 
and reform men : if we be ready to plead excufes for with** 
holding our afliftance to fcbemes by which the caufe of 
righteoufnefs may be advanced: if we feel no compaflion 
for thofe who are in danger of periftiing through ignorance 
and vice * do wc think on the tenor aiid purport of our 
prayers? 

Can the Lord of the harvefi behold fuch indifference to 
the enlightening and faving the world without difpleafure ? 
The interefts of truth and righteoufnefs are under his eye: 
but fuch is the law of his government^ they will fink or 
fprcad as Men are afiivc or remifs in promoting them ; have 
then^ at heart or are indifferent to them. He hath, in a 
great degree, put into our hands the inftruftion and falvati- 
on of our fellow-creatures. This bleflfed work will go on or 
not, as we feek it, aim at it, and pray for it. The harvefi 
is great and there is room for all our exertions, for all our 
zeal. Let us then be awakened to **feek not every man his 
'*own things^ but every man alfo the things which arc 
•*Jefus Chrifi's." To make one more feflexion, 

Let this fubjefl: excite us to improve our religious ad- 
vantages. Much more happy is our lot than was that of 
the multitude who foUowed Chrifl. They were in deplo- 
rable circumftances, as fheep fcattercd abroad, having no 
fhepherd. They were fcnfible of their ftate, and ihey fol- 
lowed Chrift with ardent delircs and with eager aUentioa to 
hear. the word of the kingdom. From reflediog on their 
condufi we learn our duty ; and from comparing our con- 
dition with their s we learn our felicity. In the gofpel of 
the kingdom we have been always inflrufied. I'he Locd 
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of the harveft hath fevoured us \nth vftrioiiB metnt of 
knowledge and edification. We niecd not ex|)ofe our&lves 
to the ioconvenicncies and fatigiici of long and firequent 
journies,uddcr which thcfe mokitudes w«re leadjr to fiaiat. 
The word is near to us ; even in our ttioMh aiiid m o«f r 
heart. The harveft is not yet ovef : the fe»fon of knowledge 
and falvation ftill continues and will continue to the end of 
time. Still the Lord of the harveft is feuding hi« nmiflera 
among us to preach the gofpel of truth and gracc-^^^^What 
is the fruit of this our happy ftate ? Where is our imprtyv^ 
ed knowledge ? Where are our aeal aud piety, our be^evo-^ 
lence and our diligence in woridng out our faivatioi3i? It 
becomes us to be devoutly thankful^ to be candfi hearerA 
and diligent doers of the word of God. Gi»d iorbid, that 
any of us, by trifling away ths precidDus opportuasty, &CHild 
have occafion at laft to adopt the melandM^ and hitter tc^ 
flexion ; "the Harveft is p«ft ; -*-*the fuminer is ended ;-^ 
and we are not laved." 

Thefe reflexions and this fubje<^ obvioufly apply tbfim'* 
felves to the prefent occafiim. I congratulate You of thi^ 
fociety that our Brother before us has devoted himiielf m 
the work of the miniftry and the fervicc of your fouis; and 
that Providence has railed Him up, as a fuccelTor, when is^ 
£nnicies or death fhali put an end to the further labours 
of my worthy and rcfpcded aged Friend. * May He and 
all of us who are fellow-labourers with Him in the harveft 
of God, bear upon our minds a (erious, lively, conflunt 
fenk of the great end of our office I We know, my dear Bic- 
tliren, that we are called to inftruj^ the i^Miinint, to recover 
thofe wOio havt erred fro«i the way of falvation, to feed the 
fheep of Chrift, and co lead his humbk difcipies (o .trtiih« 
rightc© ufncfs, comfort, and heaven. How important ! How 
beoevolem the office ! What affedion, wkai diligence, what 
zeal dodi it require ! 

Juft. ajs well as pious weie the fcaninscnt* tisprcffed by an 
eminent Prelate ; who, when a Diviqe came to him for m- 
ftituiion to a Living fadd : " I have paffed through maioy 
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^'places of honour and truft, both iivChiirch and State, more 
**than any of my order in Engliand thefc fevcnty years before, 
**But were I alTured, that by my preaching I had converted 
"but one foul unto God, I Ihouid take therein more fpirit- 
*'ual joy and comfort, than in all the honours and offices I 
•• which have been bcftowed upon me." * All earthly hon- 
ours are periftiing, but the falvation of the foul endu- , 
rcth for ever : and faithful endeavours to fervc the eternal 
intereftsof mankind, Ihall be rewarded by the **thc great 
Shepherd and Bifliop of fouls with a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away." Let our hearts glow with every pious 
and benevolent emotion in this cauie. Let us imitate the 
temper of our divine Mafter, who couldnot fee an xininftrufi- 
ed multitude without compaffion — nor look on thofc who 
rejeftcd the things of their peace without tears — nor behold I 
a loft world without a love ftronger than death. Let us ad- 
mit thofeconfiderations which moved his heart. **The harveft 
is great, the labourers are few." Can we then, who arefent 
forth into the harveft, be idle and remifs? Can we be indif- 
ferent to the fpiritual wants of mankind ; or negleft to im- 
prove thofe circumftances which demand our vigour, and 
give room for the exercife of every facred and generous ef- 
fort? The Lord of the harveft whom we fcrve, (it is an an- 
imating confideration,) will not be unmindful of our labours 
of love and zeal. Our work is with the Lord and our re- 
ward with our God. 

But riot only to us who are minifters doth this fubjefl: 
fpeak: it alfo reminds Ti?M. my chriftian Friends of jFOwr du- 
ty. The occafion particularly enforces it*s leffons on you, 
the Members of the focictics, to whofe fervice my Brother 
hath this day devoted himfelf. You have feen the great 
Lord of the harveft raifmg up and fending into this part of 
his Vineyard one whom wc truft will be a faithful, affefti- 
onate and diligent labourer among You. Is not this a rea- 
fon of devout joy, an incentive to holy gratitude and an ob- 
ligation to^diligcnce, oji your part, to improve under his la- 
bours in knowledge and holinefs? Be thankful to the Lord 
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)f the Harveft — Value your own happinefs — And fall in 
vich the great defign of a good providence in placing among 
^ou a Shepherd who will care for your intcreft. You 
hould contribute chearfully to his fupport,that his tempo* 
ral wants b^ing fupplied, He may be more at eafe to attend 
to your beft intereus, and may be able to fet an example of 
beneficence among You. You fhould attend on his mini- 
ftrations with regularity, candor and ferioufnefs. His en- 
couragement and fuccefs, ^nd your own improvetnent and 
falvation depend upon this. Pray, often thmk with your- 
felves, how you may concur with his endeavours and make 
his work more eafy. With this view inftruSyour children 

and families Be examples of piety and goodnefs Be 

fober; be honeft: be kind: — be devout — Put on the Lord 
fefus Chrift by Baptifm ; if you have hitherto neglefled 
this profeflion of faith — Keep holy the Lord's day: pray in 
your houfes and in your clofets : and adorn religion in the 
ivorld. 

You believe in the Gofpel; you profefs yourfclves fub- 
jcfls of Chrift's kingdom. Your own falvation fhould be 
your firft concern : and then the intcrefts of the kingdom of 
ivhich you arc members and the fprcad of that Gofpel 
tvhich is in you the hope pf glory. If the harveft be great, 
it is your duty as well as ours to labour in it : to employ 
^our fubflancc, your time, your authority, your abilities and 
jrour example to enlighten, reform and fave others. 

To encourage us all to this, let us refle<5, **that he who 
'converteth a finner from the error of his way, fhall fave a 
*fouI from death and cover a multitude of fins. They that 
•turn many to righteoufnefs, fliall fhine as the Sun in the 
'firmament, and as the Stars for ever and ever." Anun, 



Errata: 
•age 2, line 6, for thejr are, read he h, — P 8, 1, laf!, after God, read^^. 
*» 13» 1»3» l^rom the bottom, for paragarph, rc^d paragraph, — P, 17, 
, 2, forjudcah, read here et alibi^ Judea — P, go, I, 9, for a prote£lor» 
?ad proteElloni and line 14, for mirth, read truth, — P. 23, I, 3, for 
cnSlrines, read do^irine^r 
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AD V E R T I S EM E N T. 

THE Author of the preceding Se^iBei 
takes this opportunity of propofirig and 
and cheap Edition of 

Scoucal's Life of God^ in the Soul of M 
with a few alterations, in afmall i2nio. fl 
at 6d. each, or 5s. per dozen. To thofe t\| 
are not acquainted with the merits and reJ 
tation of this piece, it may be proper to d 
ferve, that it is rational, plain, devotional aJ 
highly practical; and, in thefe views, a prop 
book to be given to the poor. It will be pi 
to the prefs as foon as the defign meets wii 
fufficient encouragement to indemnify tl 
Editor 

Taunton Feb. i^ih. i' 
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